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In Embracing 80 Years of Post-World-War-II
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80 years ago, the Charter of the United Nations was signed by 51 Nations in San Franscisco.
Thus, the post-war World has marked its steadfast steps toward building a new World Order
in view of peace and security in larger freedom. While on the other hand Japan was counted
as “old enemies” along with Germany and Italy, her entry into the World Organization only
after the 1952 San Franscisco Peace Treaty was realized as late as in December 1956 by a
UN General Assembly resolution adopted in the midst of East-West confrontation.
Japanese people as the sovereign of our Nation have enacted a brand-new constitution to
boost a “pledge o f n o more wa r,” and to declare Three Principles, e.g. “Nation
Sovereignty”, “Pacifism”, and “Respect of Human Rights.” It was really the very beginning

when Japan has returned to the international community after World War II.
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The post-war era of the Japanese society has marked remarkable economic developments,
while at the same time its overwhelmingly male-dominated structures have been left
untouched, and these “social structures” of discrimination against minorities and
inequalities still remain backward from a viewpoint of gender balance. Japan has not yet had
a straight look at its responsibilities towards warfare. It should be noted that in Okinawa

remaining US military facilities and a newly building military base only for use of US Forces
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are threatening daily life of the ordinary population. On the other hand, it is really
deplorable and grave social trends that we come to realize a call for a return to “familism of
Japanese style” of the prewar era appeals for discriminations against foreigners and ohers,
and hate speeches, as well as prevailing revisionist view of history, what goes further to see
that various social handicaps and social disruptions have pushed some groups to appear on

social scenes with raising louder voices for antiforeignism, namely “Japan or Japanese First.”
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Whereas the State Parties to the United Nations, including Russia, Israel and the United
States, are all obliged to refrain from the threat or use of force (Art. 2, al. 4, UN Charter),
and should settle by peaceful means any international disputes, it is really deplorable that a
military invasion against the international law is taking place and that inhuman war crimes
have never ceased to be committed. In Gaza Strip, horrific crimes of genocide are occurring,
seemingly like a recurrence of holocaust, and the International Community can’t regrettably
so far stop them. Grave situations in those and other areas of the globe are not ameliorated
in the least, while the International Court of Justice has ordered several times provisional
measures, and that the International Criminal Court has delivered orders of arrest in several

cases of the international core crimes. Furthermore, we are on the brink of nuclear war.
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We must strengthen our activities for peace and human rights.
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We request sincerely political leaders of respective nations of the World to turn back to the

pledges that the World made 80 years ago, so as to observe the holy principle inhibiting use
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of force and to refrain from any kind of use of force in violation of the international law.
Stop now immediately any kind of armed conflicts, and bring about cease-fire at any
moment. Hold any and all interventions, and do at once everything to prohibit exports and

other activities in term with these on-going genocide and war crimes.
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Just image that Japan stands on Article 9 of the Constitution, and that Japan is the only
nation suffered from wartime nuclear arms. So, Japan is the nation who is respectfully urged
to take initiative to lead the international community with all its might and powers so as to

let the World move away from any military confrontation including nuclear war.
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Last year the Noble Peace Prize Committee awarded Nihon Hidankyo (Japan Confederation
of A- and H-Bombs Sufferers Organization) the most renown prize, which means that the
“negative legacy” of atomic bombings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki as well as hydrogen
bombing test at Bikini Atoll have been accepted earnestly, and that a call for complete
abolition of nuclear weapons is actually heard by the World Opinion by raising awareness
that nuclear weapons could never be compatible with human beings. In the face of nuclear
powers as well as Japan and many other countries dependent on nuclear umbrella, now is
the time when we should make more efforts to promote adhesion to the Treaty on
prohibition of nuclear weapons, which took effect in 2021, so as to realize globally a world

without nuclear weapons.
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Remembering that the Security Council shall be responsible by Art. 26 of the UN Charter
for formulating “plans for establishment of a system for the regulation of armaments,” we
call for a stop to growing military expenditures, and to pour more efforts to
“countermeasures against global warming” and to realization of “Sustainable Development
Goals.”

7=, EIRSHICRE - (X N5 AMED., (2o RFEFCAETED T AT A % CF
Eahdkric, [EHEOEY AR AMERZ VA=V ] o—BoWkx#iET 5,

We will do our best to advocate “The UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human
Rights” in order to prevail internationally protected and promoted human rights throughout

economic activities and into every corner of ordinary life of the global society.
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Last year, we, Human Rights Now, had the honor and the privilege to accept the 12th
Okinawa Peace Prize for our worldwide commitments to international human rights issues
from the Japan-based perspectives. War is the most heinous infringement against human
rights. Again, we will do our best to promote solidarity actions with citizens in our country
and abroad, who are tackling with social issues concerning peace and human rights. We are
expected to realize no more widening of human tragedies caused by war. Peace and human
rights shall form the basis of an international community to come. We will cling again to the
Universal Declaration and other international human rights standards, and follow a long and
winding road to eradicate from the earth any discriminations, disruptions, antiforeignism,

oppressions, violences including sexual abuses, and revisionist view of history.
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We make a pledge to bring about international solidarity among peoples of the World in
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view of any progress of the vision of “the international society striving for the banishment of

tyranny and slavery, oppression and intolerance for all time from the earth” as set forth by

the Constitution of Japan.
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