
STATUS OF HUMAN RIGHTS & SANCTIONS IN MYANMAR

SEPTEMBER 2025 REPORT

Summary.  This report reviews the September 2025 developments relating to human rights in 
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I. Coup, Crackdown on Protests   and Civilian Resistance   

Between August 31 and September 2, Myanmar military aircraft dropped an estimated 
120 bombs, including 300-pound explosives, on villages in the area around the Pone Taung Alel 
Nat Htiek outpost located near the border of Pauk and Htilin townships in Magway Region as 
part of junta’s efforts to reclaim the outpost.1  The airstrikes displaced local residents, 
particularly in northwestern Pauk Township, while casualty figures remain unverified.2

The Myanmar military reportedly recaptured key parts of Lakhat Mountain, the highest 
mountain peak near Myawaddy town on September 7.3

On September 9, The Irrawaddy reported that the State Administration Council has been 
urging resistance fighters to cooperate with the general elections that begin in December.4  The 
regime has reportedly been sending text messages to members of armed groups to join the 
political process.5  In these messages, the regime assures the resistance group members that any 
members who lay down arms will not be harmed.6

On September 12, a regime jet dropped two 500-pound bombs on the private boarding 
schools Pyinnya Pan Khinn and Amyin Thit in Thayat Tabin in the AA-controlled Kyauktaw 
Township, killing 20 students aged 15 to 21 and injuring 22 others, while destroying school 
buildings as well as civilian homes nearby.7  UNICEF expressed “extreme concern” over the 
attack, which “adds to a pattern of increasingly devastating violence in Rakhine State, with 
children and families paying the ultimate price.”8

Myanmar military forces took control of Sann Kywal Village on the north bank of the 
Uyu River in Kachin state after a fierce battle on September 17, which killed a resident and 
injured others, including two children.9  The Myanmar military also shelled the Seikmu village 
on the morning of September 17, killing a nine-year-old girl and injuring four other villagers.10

On September 19, The Irrawaddy reported that the Myanmar military had launched a 
major offensive to recapture Union Highway No. 8, resulting in almost daily clashes with 
resistance forces across numerous townships.11  However, most of the highway still remains 
under control of resistance forces.12 

On September 21 and 22, Myanmar military airstrikes on Thabeikkyin and Singu 
townships in Mandalay, Kantbalu in Sagaing, and Hsawlaw in Kachin resulted in eight killed and 
29 injured.13

From September 26 to September 29, the Myanmar air force carried out at least 16 
airstrikes, reportedly on civilian targets in resistance-held towns and villages across Sagaing, 
Magway, Bago and Mandalay regions and Kachin, Chin, Kayin, Rakhine and Shan states.14  This 
four-day surge of airstrikes reportedly killed at least 34 civilians, including children and 
women.15

As junta troops recaptured key positions in Myawaddy on the Thai border and other parts of 
southern Kayin State in September, over 10,000 Kayin villagers were reportedly forced to flee their 
homes.16  
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II. Political Developments  

A. Rohingya Refugee Crisis

The Arakan Army (“AA”) has denied claims that The Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army 
(“ARSA”) seized one of the AA’s bases in Maungdaw Township, northern Rakhine State on 
September 18, saying ARSA fabricated videos at an abandoned site to mislead supporters.17  AA 
spokesman Khaing Thukha confirmed that ARSA troops did attack the AA border post in 
Maungdaw but fled into Bangladesh when the AA counter-attacked.18  Further, AA Commander-
in-Chief Major General Tun Myat Naing accused certain officials in the Bangladesh’s border 
security forces of backing fighters from ARSA and the Rohingya Solidarity Organization 
(“RSO”) in the assault on the AA base in Maungdaw on September 18.19  ARSA is a Muslim 
insurgent group active in northern Rakhine and has been accused of crimes including the 2017 
massacre of Hindu villagers and killings in refugee camps in Bangladesh.20  It has been declared 
a terrorist organization by Myanmar and Malaysia.21  ARSA has clashed with the AA since last 
year, reportedly fighting on the side of the Myanmar junta.22  The RSO is an insurgent and 
political group founded in 1982 after a Myanmar military operation in Rakhine State.23  It 
rearmed following the 2021 Myanmar coup, aligning with the junta against the AA but, at the 
time, opposing ARSA.24  The RSO has been accused of forcibly recruiting Rohingya child 
soldiers in Bangladesh refugee camps.25

B. Corruption

There have been no material updates since the prior report.

C. International Community / Sanctions

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (“NUG”) Foreign Minister, Daw Zin 
Mar Aung, sent a letter on September 1 to the Chinese government asking it to suspend 
recognition of the current State Administration Council and to stop referring to Min Aung 
Hlaing as Myanmar’s “acting president.”26  In the letter, she cautioned that China’s decision to 
host Min Aung Hlaing during his ongoing visit risks provoking a public backlash in Myanmar 
and damaging the “long-standing friendship” between the two countries.27  The letter also urged 
Beijing to reject the Myanmar government’s request for Chinese monitors to observe its 
upcoming election, stating that the NUG still believed that China will continue to play a 
constructive role in restoring peace and development in Myanmar.28

The UN Human Rights Office published a report on September 2 comparing the crisis in 
Myanmar with the “atrocities committed by the military in 2017, pointing to increased killings, 
torture, razing of villages, and mass forced displacement.”29  In the press release, the UN Human 
Rights Office noted that “credible sources have verified the killing of some 7,100 people by the 
military, of whom about a third were women and children” between the 2021 coup and August 
20, 2025 and called on UN member states provide humanitarian funding and to “support 
international efforts to hold those responsible for violations of international law to account.”30

 
On September 8, Myanmar Witness, a project run by the UK-based Centre for 

Information Resilience, documented evidence suggesting that Czech Let Aircraft Industries may 
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have supplied the Myanmar Air Force with three aircraft.31  The NUG’s representative office in 
Prague raised the issue with the Czech Republic’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which responded 
that these aircraft were delivered to a civil aviation company, Myanmar Airways International, 
not to the Myanmar Air Force.32  The Czech Republic’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs also noted 
that this delivery did not breach EU sanctions against the Myanmar government.33  The Czech 
Ministry’s Department of Asia and Pacific, through representative David Jarkulisch, noted that 
these aircraft were “in civilian configuration without any modification which could be 
considered as military . . . [had] been registered by the Myanmar civil aviation authorities and 
given civil aircraft registration marks.”34

On September 11, the Swedish Minister of Development Cooperation and Foreign 
Trade, Benjamin Dousa, announced a restructuring of Swedish aid that would see it phase out 
development aid to Myanmar by June 2026 to prioritize development aid given to Ukraine.35  
Sweden’s aid agency, Sida, will terminate all development assistance by mid-2026, but this will 
not affect humanitarian aid funding.36  In response to this announcement, Human Rights 
Myanmar warned that the move would cut $2.65 million per year in support for independent 
media and human rights groups, which the group described as a “final and critical lifeline” for 
those resisting the junta.37

The State Administration Council announced on September 16 that its Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs would invite foreign governments and organizations to provide poll monitors 
via their diplomatic missions to monitor the upcoming election.38  Following this announcement, 
Indian Ambassador Abhay Thakur visited Naypyitaw to meet the Union Election Commission 
(“UEC”) chairman to discuss arrangements for the December-January elections as part of their 
ongoing pledge to provide technical assistance for the electoral roadmap.39  In addition, Russian 
Ambassador Iskander Azizov met with the UEC chairman on September 24 to discuss advance 
voting, political parties, candidate registration, electoral procedures and electoral systems.40

Min Aung Hlaing went to Moscow on September 24 at the invitation of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to attend the World Atomic Week forum as the State Administration 
Council seeks to expand nuclear cooperation with Russia.41  The three-day visit to Moscow 
“resulted in a series of agreements on civilian nuclear and space cooperation with Russian state 
bodies.”42 During the visit, Min Aung Hlaing also praised Russia for its nuclear assistance, 
noting that the State Administration Council had made “significant progress” in nuclear 
technology “thanks to Moscow’s ‘multi-faceted support.’”43

On September 25, the U.S. Treasury Department announced the imposition of additional 
sanctions on what it called a “Myanmar arms procurement network” comprising a Myanmar 
company, three local staff and a North Korean citizen for facilitating weapons deals between the 
State Administration Council and North Korean arms dealer, Korea Mining Development 
Trading Corporation (“KOMID”).44  According to the Treasury Department, the Myanmar 
company, Royal Shune Lei, first brokered a weapons deal with KOMID for the Myanmar 
military in 2022 and employees of Royal Shune Lei had even traveled to Beijing to secure visas 
for a Myanmar delegation to visit North Korea.45
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III. Civil and Political Rights  

A. Freedom of Speech, Assembly and Association 

In September, the State Administration Council arrested two men who allegedly pasted 
anti-election posters in Hlaing Tharyar Township, Yangon.46  The pair are facing three to five 
years in prison for “election sabotage” under the new Election Protection Law.47  A blogger 
named Ko Nay Thway was the first individual convicted under the new law and was sentenced to 
seven years in prison for “mocking the regime’s ability to organize the polls.”48

B. Freedom of the Press and Censorship 

A data leak on September 11 revealed that Geedge Networks is supplying the Myanmar 
military junta with technology to develop its surveillance apparatus.49  Geedge, headed by Fang 
Binxing, the “father of China’s Great Firewall,” has reportedly enabled the State Administration 
Council to access the personal data of 33.4 million internet users in Myanmar.50  Geedge’s 
technology allegedly allows the State Administration Council to track and monitor mobile 
subscribers by linking their activity to specific cell identifiers.51  In addition, the State 
Administration Council reportedly uses Geedge software to block VPNs, facilitating censorship 
and restricting the flow of information.52  In 2024, the junta imposed a nationwide ban on 
Facebook, Instagram, X, WhatsApp and VPN services.53  Along with Geedge, Myanmar’s main 
telecoms carriers, MPT, ATOM, Ooreedoo, and Mytel, are reportedly collaborating with the 
State Administration Council to build its surveillance firewall.54  

On September 20, the AA reportedly kidnapped Border News Agency journalist Mu Dra 
from her home in Maungdaw.55  AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha told The Irrawaddy she was 
being questioned for “security reasons.”56  Mu Dra covers human rights issues in Rakhine State 
and recently reported on the severe lack of education in the impoverished ethnic Mro village of 
Thihoaye, a community displaced by fighting in AA-controlled Maungdaw.57  The Committee to 
Protect Journalists, International Federation of Journalists, and Reporters Without Borders 
(“RSF”) urged the AA to release her.58  RSF’s Cédric Alviani noted, “[T]he Arakan Army is 
resorting to the same arbitrary and repressive methods as the military regime it opposes.”59  

IV. Economic Development  

A. Economic Development—Legal Framework, Foreign Investment

During a week-long visit to China from August 30 to September 6, Myanmar regime 
leader Min Aung Hlaing sought to attract investors and strengthen economic ties between 
Myanmar and China.60  He participated in forums in Tianjin and Chengdu, emphasizing 
Myanmar’s strategic location between China, India and Bangladesh, and its potential as a key 
link between South and Southeast Asia.61  Min Aung Hlaing highlighted opportunities in 
infrastructure and transportation, particularly the Kyaukphyu-Kunming Railway, which he 
described as a vital part of the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor and a means to enhance 
cross-border trade.62
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Min Aung Hlaing announced at a September 12 meeting that the country will accelerate 
the adoption of yuan for Chinese investments, alongside the dollar, to expand economic 
opportunities.63  He emphasized the need to promote investment, establish a Myanmar-China 
trade and investment association, and boost agricultural exports to strengthen trade and reduce 
reliance on imports.64  The meeting included key government officials, and Min Aung Hlaing 
highlighted the importance of increasing investment in agriculture and manufacturing to create 
jobs, attract technology and support national development.65

On September 26, the Myanmar Investment Commission approved four foreign 
investment projects and 15 local ventures, according to a report by The Global New Light of 
Myanmar.66  The approved projects span multiple sectors, including industry, services, 
electricity, transport, communications and marine industries, and are projected to generate 4,446 
local jobs.67  The total investment amounts to approximately US$109.63 million and 417.54 
billion kyats.68  As of the end of August 2025, Singapore, China and Thailand remain the top 
foreign investors in Myanmar.69

B. Economic Development—Infrastructure, Major Projects

There have been no material updates since the prior report.

C. Land Seizure

There have been no material updates since the prior report.

V. Peace Talks and Ethnic Violence  

A. Ethnic Violence

On September 2, the Myanmar military launched a counteroffensive in Waingmaw 
Township, Kachin State, clashing with the Kachin Independence Army (“KIA”), according to a 
KIA spokesperson.70  Waingmaw Township is 10 kilometers away from Lamyang village, which, 
if seized, would allow the Myanmar military to more easily advance to the rare-earth mining hub 
Chipwil, as well as Kanpiketi, which is a center for cross-border trade with China.71

The Myanmar military recaptured the headquarters of the 236th Infantry Battalion and 
5014th Tank Battalion in Bhamo, Kachin State on September 11 after launching artillery and 
drone attacks against the Kachin Independence Army (“KIA”).72  Bhamo lies on the Ayeyarwady 
River and on National Highway 31 and is home to the KIA’s headquarters.73

On September 17, the Myanmar military bombed a position controlled by the KIA’s 
Battalion 12 in Kachin State’s Shwegu Township, leaving around 17 people dead and wounding 
a dozen others.74

B. Peace Talks

There have been no material updates since the prior report.
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