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The US has Committed and Threatened Countless Human Rights  

Violations in Only the First Month of the New Administration 

In the first month of Donald Trump‘s second term as US president and Elon Musk‘s role as head of DOGE 

(Musk is a ―special government employee‖, which is unelected and without Senate confirmation, and Musk‘s 

actions have been legally challenged as beyond that position‘s powers;
1
 and DOGE is a rebranding of the 

United States Digital Service that the president has placed in effective control of all federal agencies without 

clear legal authorization and also legally challenged),
2 

the administration has enacted dozens of executive 

orders (EOs), policies, and DOGE actions that have targeted at-risk groups with harassment, harm, and 

persecution as well as removed protections from such groups and allegedly committed or threatened other 

serious human rights violations, leading to dozens of lawsuits and numerous court orders temporarily blocking 

allegedly illegal actions as litigation progresses.
3
 The administration allegedly appears to have already ignored 

some of the court orders, raising concerns of a looming constitutional crisis.
4
  

Human Rights Now (HRN), an international human rights NGO based in Tokyo, expresses great concern over 

the negative human rights impacts that many of the administration‘s actions pose or threaten if Congress or the 

courts are not able to stop them, and we call on the administration to reverse all orders and decisions that 

violate or threaten the US‘s international human rights obligations and standards.
5
 The following sections 

review five categories of risks to human rights under the new administration.  

1. Threats to racial and national minorities 

Many administration policies focus on deporting and allegedly abusing undocumented immigrants (UIs) and 

minority US citizens as well as removing government diversity programs and protections for minorities and 

firing and harassing minority staff across and beyond the federal government.   

a) Concerns related to arbitrary deportations of minorities 

 Mass Deportations. In the first two weeks, the Trump administration reported deporting over a 7000 

people it claims are UIs through the immigration enforcement agency ICE, out of a total of 15 to 20 

million it intends to deport with military assistance.
6
 These are occurring under expanded and eased 

fast-track deportation procedures including persons with pending asylum applications.
7
 

 Restricting Asylum. The administration has revived the "Remain in Mexico" policy, which forces 

asylum seekers to wait outside U.S. borders while their claims are processed.
8
 It has also suspended all 

asylum procedures on the Southern border as well as restricting asylum eligibility from some 

countries such as in Central America.
9
 

 Guantanamo Bay Detentions. Some UIs listed for deportation are being detained in a ―prison camp 

complex‖ in Guantanamo Bay, despite not being found criminal under any procedure.
10

 It is illegal to 

hold non-prisoners in criminal facilities.
11

 The administration expressed an intention to expand its 

facilities for holding deportees and suggested an intention to detain more than 30,000 deportees.
12

  

 Deportations of Non-citizens to Panama and Costa Rica and Detentions. The administration has 

deported at least 299 non-Panamanian migrants to Panama, including children, under an agreement 

with Panama, with nearly 100 being detained in a remote camp in the Darien jungle region with 

unclear information on the duration.
13

 Detainees described the camp conditions as ―primitive‖ and 

―like a zoo, there are fenced cages,‖ and it was reported that ―[d]iseases, including dengue are 

endemic to the region, and the government has denied access to journalists and aid organizations.‖
14

 

On February 20, the first group of 135 non-Costa Rican migrants, including 65 children, arrived in 



2 
 

Costa Rica to be reportedly sent to their countries of origins within 30 days if possible.
15

 It is generally 

not legal under US law to deport persons to different countries than the country of their citizenship.
16

  

 Deportation Abuses. Complaints have been made by receiving countries of abuses during 

deportations, such as the shackling of 104 deportees to India over a 40 hour flight.
17

 The detentions in 

Guantanamo Bay raise serious concerns of abusive treatment for detainees, given the long history of 

serious abuses against Guantanamo Bay detainees during the War on Terror, including torture.
18

 

 US Citizen Deportations. There have been reported cases of US citizens being detained by ICE
19

 and 

credible warnings of a high risk of US citizen deportations whether by mistake or intentionally.
20

 The 

administration‘s Secretary of State Mark Rubio noted that the president of El Salvador "offered to 

[imprison in El Salvador] dangerous criminals currently in custody and serving their sentence in the 

United States even though they're U.S. citizens or legal residents," an agreement (along with his offer 

to receive UI criminals) that Rubio described as ―the most unprecedented and extraordinary migratory 

agreement anywhere in the world" and ―an act of extraordinary friendship.‖
21

 The deportation of US 

citizens including naturalized and criminal citizens is illegal under US law.
22

 

 Reprisals for Deportation Interference. The Department of Justice under the administration has 

filed lawsuits against Illinois and Chicago officials for sanctuary laws (restricting deportations of UIs 

without criminal records) and the state and officials of New York over immigration enforcement and 

greenlight laws (allowing UIs to receive drivers licenses).
23

 The FCC has also begun investigating a 

radio station in an apparent reprisal for reporting on immigration enforcement actions.
24

  

 Eliminating Birthright Citizenship. The administration has attempted to order the revocation of the 

―birthright‖ clause of the Constitution‘s 14th Amendment to deny citizenship to persons born inside 

the US of non-citizen parents. This order flagrantly violates the clear text of the Constitution and is 

currently being blocked by court injunction.
25

 

 

 Summary Legal Analysis. Abuses and arbitrary detentions of persons inside the US violate 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) rights on freedom from arbitrary 

detention and ill treatment.
26

 Suspension of asylum applications flagrantly violates the US‘s obligation 

to protect refugees under the 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol,
27

 and the return of 

refugees to states where they face threats to life or human rights violations (or requiring them to 

remain in such places) violates the core obligation of non-refoulement, Article 33 of the Convention.
28

 

b) Concerns related to eliminating minority staff and government programs serving minorities  

 Minority Staff Eliminations. The administration has stated an intention to fire 220,000 probationary 

federal government employees and others in an evident purge, with at least 75,000 resigning in a buy-

out and at least 30,000 fired,
29

 while it is also making minority hiring more difficult and eliminating 

worker civil rights protections, creating conditions to greatly reduce minority government staff.
30

 The 

administration has repealed affirmative action in hiring and contracts and ―diversity, equity, and 

inclusion‖ (DEI) programs in federal agencies and the private sector, including DEI training programs 

in federal workplaces and federally funded organizations and corporate DEI programs through tax 

rules, facilitating a purge of minority staff and hostile work environments for them.
31

 

 Diversity Funding Cuts. The administration also has removed funding and programs related to race 

under the anti-DEI pretext, which include, e.g., medical programs targeting minority health issues.
32

 

Similarly, university and research programs are facing funding cuts, intimidation of minority students, 

student loan cuts, new tax burdens, and endowment losses, targeting (but not limited to) diversity 

related programs.
33
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 Harassment of “Diversity” Staff. Under the influence of the administration‘s anti-diversity rhetoric, 

a nonprofit organization has publicly released the names, photos, and information (doxxing) of 50 

federal workers that have supported diversity, the majority Black, in a context which appears to target 

them for public harassment, reprisal, and violence without a reported government response to end it.
34

 

 

 Summary Legal Analysis. The above actions contradict the US‘s obligations under the Convention 

on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 

which prohibits discrimination based on race, gender, and other factors in employment, as well as 

Executive Order 11246 of 1965, mandating affirmative action in federal employment.
35

 

 

2. Threats against the protection of human rights internationally 

A number of actions by the administration directly undermine the protection of human rights internationally. 

 USAID Elimination. The administration has closed the US Agency for International Development 

(USAID), frozen its foreign aid programs, and dismissed its over 2000 staff.
36

 Judges have 

temporarily blocked the actions,
37

 and a complaint has already been made for non-compliance with the 

court order.
38

 USAID operates in over 50 countries providing over $489 million in food aid and 

programs to combat HIV, polio, mpox and bird flu globally, all of which will end under the order.
39

 

 International Organization Withdrawals. The administration has withdrawn the US from several 

international organizations related to human rights including the Human Rights Council,
40

 the World 

Health Organization,
41

 and the Paris Agreement on climate change,
42

 and it has permanently 

withdrawn its funding of UNRWA, the UN office providing aid and services to Palestinians in Gaza.
43

 

 ICC Sanctions. For their investigations into Israel‘s conduct in the Gaza conflict, the administration 

has leveled sanctions against the ICC and ICC prosecutor Karim Khan.
44

 Following the sanctions, 79 

states made a joint communication stating that the ―Sanctions would severely undermine all situations 

currently under investigation as the court may have to close its field offices.‖
45

 

 Proposals for Illegal Land Seizures. The administration has made aggressive statements expressing 

or suggesting an intention to illegally seize, acquire, or annex foreign territory including Greenland, 

the Panama Canal,
46

 Canada,
47

 and Gaza,
48

 which have generated numerous statements of strong 

opposition by foreign leaders and international authorities.
49

 

 Threats of Unconsented Drone Strikes in Mexico. The administration designated several Mexican 

drug cartels as terrorist groups, which Musk later clarified "means they're eligible for drone strikes," 

about which Trump in 2022 reportedly stated "No one would know it was us," and Mexican President 

Claudia Sheinbaum stated "This cannot be an opportunity for the U.S. to invade our sovereignty."
50

 

 Eliminating Foreign Bribery Rules. The administration has ordered the non-enforcement of laws 

prohibiting bribery of foreign officials, encouraging flagrant corruption that may undermine rights.
51

 

 Dangerous Statements on Gaza. The administration has repeatedly threatened to illegally annex and 

ethnically cleanse Gaza of the Palestinian population by permanently removing them to Egypt, Jordon, 

or other countries without consent, a crime against humanity.
52

 On February 11, the administration 

threatened to end the Gaza ceasefire early under new conditions of Hamas releasing all hostages by 

the end of the week (or ―all hell is going to break out‖) a version of which Netanyahu also repeated, 

although the administration backed down after the release of three more hostages on February 15.
53

  

 Dangerous Statements on Ukraine. Without consulting Ukraine or European allies, the 

administration has been in discussions with Russian president Vladimir Putin in an apparent attempt to 

force a peace agreement without Ukraine or European involvement, despite Russian aggression 

against Ukraine in flagrant violation of international law, as well as widespread war crimes and crimes 
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against humanity by Russian forces in the conflict.
54

 The administration also reportedly threatened to 

cut Ukraine off from Musk‘s vital Starlink satellite internet access if it refuses US control of 50% of 

Ukraine‘s mineral resources as part of the deal.
55

 European leaders and officials have castigated it, 

with EU top diplomat Kaja Kallas labeling such an agreement "appeasement" and "a dirty deal".
56

 The 

reported outlines of such an agreement do not address the future security needs, human rights, and 

protection of Ukrainian civilians (in Ukraine and in Russian occupied territory) nor accountability of 

Russian forces and officials for grave violations committed in the conflict.
57

  

 

3. Threats to SOGI minorities and Women  

A number of actions by the administration directly undermine the protection of the rights of SOGI (sexual 

orientation and gender identity) minorities and women. 

a) SOGI (Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity) minorities  

 Eliminating Trans Protections. The administration has eliminated Obama- and Biden-era protections 

for transgender students in schools under Title IX,
58

 ended gender affirming care (in an order currently 

being blocked by a court
59

), and permitted federally funded shelters and healthcare providers to deny 

services to SOGI minorities based on religious objections.
60

 

 Protection of SOGI Minority Discrimination. The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 

(EEOC), under the control of the administration, is taking steps to dismiss the agency‘s own cases that 

it brought in the past against businesses accused of discrimination against SOGI minorities.
61

  

 Military Trans Ban. The administration has banned the enlistment of trans persons in the military 

and ordered the discharge of trans persons currently serving in the military.
62

 

 Sports Trans Bans. On February 5, the administration banned transgendered female athletes from 

competing in female sports and ordered the denial of visa applications of transgendered athletes.
63

 

 SOGI Minority Media Bans. Agencies have been ordered to remove material from their websites 

mentioning SOGI minorities, such as the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children‘s 

publications on protecting gay and trans children.
64

 

 Moving Incarcerated Trans women to men’s prisons. The administration ordered incarcerated trans 

women to be moved to men‘s prisons, where they are placed at high risk of harm, and it ended their 

gender-affirming care. The order has been temporarily blocked by a court.
65

 

 Undermining SOGI Harassment Rules. The EEOC has altered the definition of sexual harassment 

to exclude harassment regarding sexual orientation, gender identity, or pregnancy.
66

  

 

 Summary Legal Analysis. These moves contradict Bostock v. Clayton County (2020), in which the 

Supreme Court ruled that discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity is a violation 

of Title VII.
67

 These actions also deeply contradict international human rights standards for SOGI 

minorities as articulated in the Yogyokarta Principles.
68

  

b) Women’s Reproductive Rights  

 "Global Gag Rule". The administration has reinstated and expanded the "Global Gag Rule", 

preventing US funding for international organizations that provide or mention abortion services.
69

 

 Defunding Planned Parenthood. The administration has defunded Planned Parenthood and other 

reproductive health programs that offer abortion services, even if also providing other medical care.
70

 

 

 Summary Legal Analysis. The denial of women‘s health care violates International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) Article 12 and Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) Article 12.
71

 The UN Human Rights Committee 

has described the decriminalization and availability of abortions as critical to human rights, observing 
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that ―outlawing women‘s access to abortion services can cause severe suffering and undermines their 

personal integrity and autonomy, which results in acute violations of their human rights.‖
72

 

 

4. Restrictions and threats against civil and political rights of critics of the administration 

The administration has harassed and threatened journalists, media outlets, political opponents, lawyers, judges, 

and other critical voices in apparent reprisals and to silence criticism. Examples include the following. 

 Threats against Critics by the Head of the FBI. Among other statements targeting opponents, in 

2023 the head of the FBI Kash Patel wrote the book "Government Gangsters" that included the names 

of 60 people he listed as part of the deep state, raising concern he would use the FBI to arrest his 

political opponents without due process.
73

 The top opposition member on the Senate Judiciary 

Committee, Sen. Dick Durbin stated that ―His enemies list, what he calls his government gangsters, 

this is what you expect of Stasi, this is what you expect of secret police.‖
74

 

 Threats against Critical Journalists. The Federal Communication Commission (FCC) is 

investigating a radio station in San Jose, KCBS, for reporting on immigration enforcement actions by 

ICE.
75

 The administration announced the government would cancel all Politico subscriptions (worth 

$8 million) following critical reporting.
76

 The Pentagon has removed press workspaces for numerous 

independent media outlets including the New York Times, Washington Post, NPC, Politico, The Hill, 

The War Zone, and NPR.
77

 The president has used frivolous defamation lawsuits to intimidate media 

companies including ABC and CBS.
78

 It has indefinitely barred AP from the Oval Office and Air 

Force One (two presidential offices) because it did not refer to the Gulf of Mexico as the Gulf of 

America.
79

 The president has called for the firing of Washington Post columnist Eugene Robinson
80

 

and that CBS should lose its broadcasting license (with the FCC also investigating CBS
81

) and Musk 

has called for the Wall St Journal reporter Katherine Long to be fired for critical reporting.
82

 

 Intimidation of Online Media. In January before starting his term, when then-president-elect Trump 

was asked by a reporter whether he thought Mark Zuckerberg, the head of Meta and Facebook, ended 

Facebook‘s fact-checking operation in response to Trump‘s past threats of legal action against him for 

speech on Facebook, Trump answered ―Probably‖.
83

 

 Threats and Actions against Lawyers. The administration warned 10,000 Department of Justice 

lawyers of ―discipline and potentially termination‖ if they refused to ―zealously advocate‖ for the 

administration‘s agenda.
84

 The judge advocates general (head lawyers) for the Army, Navy, and Air 

Force are being replaced, which an ex-Air Force chief prosecutor called ―extremely concerning.‖
85

 

 Reprisal Threats against Federal Investigators. The administration has attempted to release the 

names of FBI employees who worked on investigations involving the January 6 invasion of the US 

capitol to overturn the 2020 election (which led to at least 1575 arrests, most later pardoned) to 

apparently target the agents for public retribution, later temporarily blocked by a federal judge.
86

 

 Threats Against Judges. After Musk called for the impeachment of judges that block Trump‘s and 

Musk‘s orders, as well reposted statements encouraging defiance of judges‘ order, Republicans of the 

House of Representatives are planning to begin impeachment processes against at least two federal 

judges who blocked the administration‘s actions.
87

 Musk also posted the name, picture, job, and other 

information of the daughter of Judge McConnell who ordered the reversal of Musk's decision to freeze 

all federal grants, as an apparent threat and reprisal for the decision.
88

 It was in this context that on 15 

February 2025 the Justice Department under the administration‘s control arbitrarily fired 20 

immigration judges without explanation, despite the immigration caseload being overwhelmed with 

3.7 million pending cases and long delays.
89

 

 Ending judicial control of the executive. On February 19, Trump signed an executive order giving 

the attorney general and president the ability to provide ―authoritative interpretations of the law for the 

executive branch‖ without judiciary involvement, inconsistent with the clear text of Article II and III 

of the Constitution and established jurisprudence holding that only the judiciary has that power.
90
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 Firing of Inspector Generals. The administration has fired at least 17 inspector generals of various 

agencies tasked with oversight of their respective agencies, facilitating corruption and 

mismanagement within the agencies.
91

  

 Undermining whistleblower protection. The administration has asked the Supreme Court to 

overturn a previous judge‘s court order reinstating the head of the Office of the Special Council (OSC), 

which the administration had fired.
92

 The OSC is tasked to protect whistleblowers from retaliation. 

The decision is expected to determine whether the administration can fire the head of any agency. 

 Actions Against NGOs and Civil Society. Trump issued an executive memo ordering a review of 

federal funding to all NGOs, and government funding for many NGOs has already been eliminated.
93

 

 Threats against Religious Minorities. The administration has establishment of a task force to 

―eradicate anti-Christian bias‖ in the federal government, appearing to violate the First Amendment 

Establishment Clause on its face.
94

 

 

 Summary Legal Analysis. These threats, if acted on, would flagrantly violate civil rights protections 

under the ICCPR including the rights to freedom of expression (for journalists and other critics) and 

protection against arbitrary arrest, fair trial, and other rights prohibiting intimidations of judges, 

investigators, lawyers, and whistleblowers involved in the administration of justice. 

 

5. Threats to economic and social rights by the elimination or weakening of government services 

Dozens of US agencies are currently being severely weakened by irresponsible staff dismissals and 

appointments and orders by the administration and DOGE that show destructive control over agency 

operations, including control over vast amounts of sensitive and private agency information, by manifestly 

unqualified persons without security clearances and with serious conflicts of interest.
95

 Dozens of federal 

offices have been negatively impacted, including 36 listed in the following endnote among many others.
96

 

Some of the programs, protections, and services eliminated, greatly weakened, or restricted include public 

access to vaccines
97

 and medicine,
98

 all federally funded medical research,
99

 safety from the spread of 

diseases,
100

 medical and other services for veterans,
101

 severe weather early warning systems,
102

 the safety of 

air flights,
103

 food and drug safety,
104

 energy security and clean energy,
105

 the safety of nuclear material, 

facilities, and weapons,
106

 programs to combat air pollution and climate change,
107

 protection from consumer 

fraud,
108

 access to education,
109

 disability services,
110

 wildfire prevention and elimination,
111

 workplace 

safety
112

 labor protections,
113

 privacy of personal financial information,
114

 postal services (and by extension 

mail-in ballot security for future elections),
115

 and many other programs, protections, and services.   

The staff reductions and changes, mismanagement, cuts, and restrictions of programs, many of which display 

open conflicts of interest with Musk‘s business and financial interests (both in punishing or weakening 

agencies restricting Musk‘s businesses and ordering agencies to purchase from or advantage Musk‘s 

businesses, with at least 25 examples listed in sources in the endnote),
116

 will have negative effects for the 

millions of people that rely on the government services provided by the respective agencies for protection of 

virtually every economic and social right listed in the ICESCR, including the rights to health, education, 

adequate standard of living (including access to adequate water, food, housing, etc.), decent work, and social 

security.
117

 The loss of services will be particularly destructive to vulnerable communities including women, 

children, ethnic and SOGI minorities, those in poverty, disabled persons, and other vulnerable populations.  

Recommendations 

HRN calls on the US administration to immediately revoke all orders and actions that transparently violate or 

threaten international human rights obligations and standards or are otherwise illegal, and to conduct an 

analysis of all decisions to ensure their consistency with international human rights standards and obligations, 

including all of the actions and threats listed in this statement. 
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