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Thank you, Madam President. 

 

Human Rights Now expresses grave concern over the gaps states have in protecting victims of rape and 

sexual violence internationally, including on- and off-line sexual violence, and the exacerbation caused 

by covid19.   

 

In Japan, the narrow definition of rape, requiring a threat or violence, has been an enormous obstacle to 

justice for victims and creates a culture of impunity. In 2019, for example, a father was acquitted for 

raping his 19-year-old daughter due to the lack of sufficient “coercion”. The age of consent of 13 years 

old also leaves young girls vulnerable. A recent survey of victims shows only a small number report to 

police and only 0.7% of them reported their attackers being criminally punished. We urge the 

government to bring its law and practice in line with international standards.  

 

We also want to highlight the coercion of women into pornography as a form of sexual violence. Our 

research in Japan found that many young women are deceived into signing modeling contracts without 

knowing they would perform in pornography. Violence, humiliation, and threats make it difficult for 

them to escape. Their rape and sexual violence are then recorded and distributed globally for profit, 

driving many to trauma and suicide.  

 

We ask the Council to be aware of this problem and create guidelines, and on all states and Internet 

providers to create effective measures and sector-specific guidelines to prevent and punish this form of 

coercive sexual violence.  

 
Thank you.  
 
 


