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-9:00 ~ 920 FHEFEFLM living conditions in shelters in _general
;#Lﬂﬁ(é%‘ﬁ) /Mr.Hisashi Inoue (National Confederation of Trade Unions) (& #}1)
HIBR(FEL. L940L) ./ Mr. Kiyoshi Morikawa (attorney at law, Tossnet)

- 9:20~9:40 FEHDHEFH.Children’ s Rights

-HHEZE MAHNFE. tBER(REXABLXFEIXERYIT—T) /Ms.Akemi

Morita, Ms.Yukako Yanagimoto. Mr.Yusaku Tsuji (Children Support Network of the Tohoku
earthquake) (E#12)
HHBEEE(E—T - ¥ -FILFLL TP +/3) /Mr.Akihiko Morita(Save the Children Japan)

-9:40~10:00 HHD#EF| Women’s Rights

FEFEFELACEIEEHT - 558—5L) .~ Ms. Chieko Akaisi (Single Mothers’ Forum)
EHALFR(EAERABKTELERYNTI I . NPOZALHEFELXELF— 014
DX Fyks Z35),/Ms.Reiko Masai (Japan Civil Network, Women' s Net Kobe) (E¥$43, &

4)

-10:20~10:40 [&#F D F|~Disability Rights
‘LWEARERK(ZEMEAFIEEH. #RBRERL—F—H /1 1/ i—RybT—D)/Ms. Mari
Yamamoto (Japan National Group of mentally disabled people, World Network of Users and
Survivors of Psychiatry) (E¥i5, &¥l6, E¥7)
-SHEK (DPIAHEAL#E) ./ Mr.Noboru Imamura (Disabiled Peoples’ International Japan)

-10:20~10:40 {SEFRMEE ~The issue of the Fukusima Atomic Power Plant

EREEK (BT . EERHE LT E).Ms. Kaori Suganami (attorney at law, Fukushima Bar
Association) (&%48)
AREBERENEK (FE L. BHEEH) ~Mr. Ryosuke Kuboki (attorney at law, Japan Lawyers

Association for Freedom)
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The article of Futaba hospital by anonymous

OKUMA, Fukushima — Nearly 45 people out of some 440 patients and workers at a
hospital here are estimated to have died while or after being evacuated following the
accident at the tsunami-hit Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant.

The Fukushima Prefectural Government is investigating why 90 patients were
temporarily left behind at Futaba Hospital in Okuma, Fukushima Prefecture, following
the disaster.

However, the national government had not assumed any situation in which medical
institutions and nursing care facilities become unable to evacuate all their patients at
the time of a serious natural disaster. Experts have expressed fear that a similar
problem could occur in case of major disasters in the future.

Approximately 340 inpatients were at Futaba Hospital when the magnitude-9.0 Great
East Japan Earthquake struck on the afternoon of March 11, according to the
prefectural government and other sources. Moreover, about 100 people were staying at a
nearby nursing care home for the elderly affiliated with the hospital.

Even though these facilities were not hit by a massive tsunami triggered by the temblor,
electric power and water supply was cut off.

The day after the quake, authorities issued an evacuation order in areas within 10

kilometers from the nuclear power station. In response, 209 patients at the hospital and

care home who were able to walk on their own, as well as many of workers, fled the area.

However, bed-ridden and seriously handicapped patients were unable to do so.

In this March 11, 2011 photo released Monday, April 11, 2011 by Tokyo Electric Power
Co.,(TEPCO), the access road at the compound of the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power
plant is flooded as tsunami hit the facility following a massive earthquake in Okuma
town, Fukushima Prefecture, northeastern Japan. (AP Photo/Tokyo Electric Power Co.,)
Hospital director Ichiro Suzuki said his facility asked the prefectural government later
on that day to rescue the bed-ridden and paralyzed patients.

On the early morning of March 14, a health and welfare office in Minami-Soma,
Fukushima Prefecture, which is designated as a site for radiation screening, received a
list of residents who needed to be rescued from the Prime Minister’s Office by fax. The
list mentioned Futaba Hospital.

Shortly afterwards, about 130 patients and workers that the Ground Self-Defense Force
(GSDF) had rescued from the hospital arrived at the office by bus. Most of them were
bed-ridden or suffering from dementia and appeared in poor condition. They were not

accompanied by hospital employees and no medical records on them were available.



Kenji Sasahara, 45, a doctor and deputy head of the health office, screened the evacuees
for radiation. At 2 p.m., the patients were transported to an evacuation shelter at Iwaki
Koyo High School in Iwaki, Fukushima Prefecture, by bus.

Although the direct distance between the health office and shelter was about 70
kilometers, the bus was forced to take a detour to avoid coming close to the crippled
nuclear power station, and spent nearly six hours before arriving at the shelter.

School principal Masaaki Tashiro was shocked to see the patients in the vehicle — two
of them were already dead and others had had incontinence, with their intravenous
lines disconnected. The school has no medical equipment and the identities of the
patients were not known.

School officials and medical staff laid tatami mats and sheets on the floor of the school
gymnasium and spent two hours to transport the patients to the gymnasium using
tables as stretchers. Nurses dispatched to the school tore curtains and used them as
diapers.

In this Friday, March 18, 2011 satellite image released by DigitalGlobe, the Fukushima
Dai-ichi is shown. (AP Photo/DigitalGlobe)

Despite their strenuous efforts, two of the evacuees died in the early hours of March 15.
The principal even appealed for assistance on a local FM radio station, saying, “Help
us!”

At the time, about 90 patients and four hospital workers as well as police officers and
Self-Defense Forces (SDF) members were at the hospital. The crisis at the nuclear plant
was only growing worse, and a GSDF rescue team never came to rescue them.
Following an explosion at the nuclear plant, SDF members remaining at the hospital
left there after telling staff, “We must go back.”

At around 1 a.m. on March 15, police officers urged hospital staff to evacuate, saying,
“You have no choice but to leave here.” In response, the staff fled to the neighboring
village of Kawauchi, while leaving behind the patients.

“We heard that the staff were standing by because they had been told that an SDF
rescue team would come again after the first round of rescue operations, but eventually
they fled there because the team never came,” a high-ranking official of the prefectural
police said.

In the meantime, a senior GSDF officer posted at a nuclear disasters task force near the
plant was desperate to confirm whether rescue operations at the hospital were complete.
While a rescue team reported to him that some elderly patients were still remaining at
the institution, a government official in charge stubbornly claimed that the prefectural

police reported that all the rescue work had been completed.



In this photo from a footage of a live camera released by Tokyo Electric Power Co.
(TEPCO), black smoke billows from the crippled Fukushima No. 1 Nuclear Power Plant
in Okumamachi, northeastern Japan, on March 22, 2011. (AP)

Later in the morning, the téam went to the hospital to find bed-ridden elderly patients
were remaining at the institution, which was filled with a strange odor.

“If we had been able to confirm the identities of the patients and their medical records
had been available, we could’ve saved at least some of them,” the officer said.

About 90 patients rescued by the GSDF team were transported to evacuation shelters in
the Fukushima Prefecture cities of Date and Fukushima, but 10 of them died during or
after the evacuation operations. The patients were suffering from dehydration because
they had not eaten anything for three days, according to the Fukushima Red Cross
Hospital.

Patients who were taking shelter at Iwaki Koyo High School were subsequently
transferred to hospitals in the Aizu district of Fukushima Prefecture.

A bus carrying 21 of the patients arrived at Fukushima Prefectural Aizu General
Hospital on March 15, but the bodies of many of them had become very cold. One of the
nurses who saw the patients screamed, “There is a patient in critical condition.” In the
end, six of them died between that night and April 11.

Four patients admitted to a nursing care home for the elderly in Aizu-Wakamatsu were
so weakened that they were initially unable to respond to nurses questions.

About a month later, a staff member of Futaba Hospital visited the care home and
explained the chaotic situation following the nuclear disaster that hampered rescue
work. “We didn’t abandon you. We just couldn’t take you out of the hospital.”

One of the patients expressed anger at Futaba Hospital’s response. “Why didn’t you pick
me up until now?”

On April 6, Fukushima Prefectural Police officers discovered the bodies of four patients,
including 87-year-old Kyugo Sato, at Futaba Hospital.

Sato’s 47-year-old son, Kazuhiko, recalled that he could not help but shed tears when he
thought that his father died without anybody by his bedside. Kazuhiko Sato, taking
shelter in Tokyo, had visited one evacuation shelter after another in disaster-hit areas
looking for his father.

At a police station, Futaba Hospital director Suzuki handed him his father’s death
certificate simply stating that the patient “died at 5:12 a.m. on March 14 of lung cancer.”
He said he asked Suzuki, “Is cancer indeed the only cause of his death? Why did you
abandon him at the hospital?” However, Suzuki declined to provide any explanation by

simply saying, “‘I'm sorry.”



Sato emphasizes he wants to clarify under what circumstances his father died after
most hospital employees fled. “I want to know the truth.”

Other patients at the hospital died one after another, reportedly bringing the death toll
at the institution to about 45. .

The central government had previously worked out guidelines for evacuating elderly
and handicapped people at the time of a natural disaster after many elderly people were
unable to escape following serious disasters, such as the Chuetsu quake in Niigata
Prefecture in 2005. Under the guidelines, municipalities across the country were
required to list up those who need assistance evacuating and compile evacuation
assistance plans.

The Okuma Municipal Government compiled its own evacuation assistance plan in
April 2009.

However, the plan covers the procedure for evacuating elderly and handicapped people
staying at home. It is extremely rare that all patients must be simultaneously
evacuated from hospitals and nursing care institutions like in the case of Futaba
Hospital.

“In principle, hospitals and nursing care homes are responsible for the evacuation of
their inpatients,” a Cabinet Office official said.

“We were unable to contact the hospital or share information with the prefectural
government and the SDF. The evacuation of inpatients from a hospital was beyond the
scope of our assumption,” said an official with the Okuma Municipal Government.

In interviews with the Mainichi on March 17 and 21, Futaba Hospital’'s Suzuki denied
that the institution abandoned the patients. “We were unable to return to the hospital
because of an explosion at the nuclear power plant. It’s not true that we abandoned our
patients,” he said.

He has since declined to be interviewed. “I'd like to talk about it after an in-house

investigation has been completed,” he said through a hospital insider.
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