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Press Conference on current working conditions at Tokyo
2020 construction sites
WHAT: The Building and Wood Workers International and Human Rights Now

Japan will jointly present findings on construction workers’ working
conditions based on studies on workers at Tokyo 2020 construction sites.

WHEN: Thursday, 3 October 2019
4:15 pm

WHERE: Grand Lobby Area (Near TOCOG Office)
Harumi Triton (http://harumi-triton.jp/en/)

WHO: Mr. Ambet Yuson
General Secretary of the Building and Wood Workers’ International
(BWI)

Mr. Christopher Cade Mosley
Advocacy Officer of Human Rights Now (HRN)

In May 2019 the BW!I released a report, “The Dark Side of the Tokyo 2020 Summer
Olympics” alleging the institutions charged with overseeing the Tokyo 2020
construction effort were failing workers. The report noted that dangerous overwork was
widespread, migrant workers inadequately protected and access to justice was poor,
leaving workers in a “culture of fear”.

Human Rights Now Japan on the 14™ of September released its Report on six
construction sites that they visited and documented dangerously high temperatures. It
concluded that several major principles of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and
Human Rights have been ignored by authorities in charge of the construction, including
that employers conduct due diligence, take measures to prevent harms, and implement
an efficient complaint mechanism, as the current mechanism has major flaws that
make it ineffective.

In August and September 2019 as construction schedules reach crunch time and
pressure mounts, the BWI has carried out new interviews with workers, finding that
dangerous overwork has persisted, growing humbers of migrant workers are being put
at risk and employers are using novel tactics to cut workers’ wages. These concerns
are to be presented to TOCOG, JSC and TMG and the outcome will be discussed.

For further information, contact:
Apolinar Tolentino at +60 12 373 4743
BWI Asia-Pacific Regional Representative
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