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Open Letter from Human Rights Now to President Obama on the justice 
and accountability for human rights violations during and after the Iraq 
War  
 

Dear President Obama, 

 

f the 2003 Iraq War.  

Human Rights Now (HRN), a Tokyo based international human rights NGO in consultative status 

with the UN Economic and Social Council is writing this letter to request you to conduct a thorough 

investigation of all grave human rights violations during and after the Iraq War to ensure justice, 

accountability and reparation to all the victims.  

We hope your administration in its second term will put an end to the regrettable injustice and 

impunity related to the war and occupation in Iraq and restore peace and fundamental human rights 

in the world. 

1 Grave Human Rights Violations during the War and Occupation in Iraq 

The invasion of Iraq in 2003 was conducted by the US/UK led coalition over groundless allegations 

of Iraq’s possession of weapons of mass destruction. The invasion was made without any 

authorization by the UN Security Council and thus was a grave breach of international law. Since the 

2003 invasion, the US/UK led coalition occupying forces have failed to fulfill their obligation to 

protect people’s rights to life and health, with devastating results to people’s life and health in Iraq.  

 

such as direc
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This year, Human Rights Now conducted an 

investigation in Fallujah and documented serious birth defects. 
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In order to prevent the further victimization of children, it is urgently required to identify the cause of 

problem and establish proper preventive measures as well as a medical and public health program. 

However, since the US and UK governments do not sufficiently disclose information related to toxic 

weapons used during the conflict, an effective policy to protect the rights to health for these children 

cannot be established.  

We request your administration to establish an independent and impartial commission to conduct 

appropriate investigations in conformity with international standards on all violations of international 

human rights and humanitarian law during the invasion and occupation of Iraq by the US to ensure 

justice, accountability, non-recurrence and adequate reparation for all victims.[14]    

 

In the course of the investigation process, the most responsible persons for each crime and violation 

should be identified and prosecuted, a policy of non-recurrence should be seriously considered and 

disclosed, and should

s

Sincerely, 

 
 

Kazuko Ito, Secretary General  

Human Rights Now  

 

http://brusselstribunal.org/pdf/lancet111006.pdf
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/358/5/
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsa0707782#t=articleBackground
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[4] Professor Paul Hunt, the UN Special Rapporteur on the right to health stated credible allegations persist that the 

Coalition forces have been guilty of serious breaches of international humanitarian and human rights law, citing report 

that use of indiscriminate force has resulted estimated 750 civilian deaths, 90 per cent were non-combatants.  

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2004/hr4738.doc.htm; In November 16, 2004, the UN High Commissioner for 

Human Rights expressed deep concern about the situation of fighting in Fallujah and stated that “all violations of 

international humanitarian law and human rights law must be investigated and those responsible for breaches -- including 

deliberate targeting of civilians, indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks, the killing of injured persons must be 

brought to justice, be they members of the Multinational Force or insurgents.” 

www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/view01/7472316E3570A216C1256F4E0046EDC6?opendocument 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Human Rights Now ~Protecting Human Rights for All~ 

Human Rights Now is a Tokyo based international human rights NGO comprising a body of experienced legal 

professionals dedicated to protecting and promoting human rights around the world. The activity includes monitoring/ 

fact-finding of human rights, human rights education and advocacy work.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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