
Re: Open letter from forty-seven organizations to Heads of State and Government of G8 
countries, and to Foreign Ministers of G8 countries. 
 
 
June 19, 2008 
 
Your Excellency: 
 
This year’s G8 Summit in Hokkaido Japan comes at a particularly perilous moment for 
both the people of Darfur and the whole of Sudan.  Intensified violence in Darfur has 
resulted in more death and displacement.  Recent fighting in Abyei suggests that the 
fragile Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) between North and South Sudan is at 
risk as well. 
 
Mindful of this, we urgently call on you and your fellow Foreign Ministers of G8 
countries, to help ensure that the G8, issues a strong public statement on Sudan/Darfur at 
the Hokkaido Summit that—at a minimum—addresses the following five areas: 
 

• An immediate cessation of the violence.  The statement should strongly condemn 
the renewed violence in Darfur and call on all parties to adhere to previous 
ceasefire agreements.  Likewise, the statement should condemn the recent 
fighting in Abyei and call on the Government of Sudan and Sudan People’s 
Liberation Movement/Army to adhere to the ceasefire agreed upon as part of the 
CPA.   

• Halting the transfers of arms.  The statement should condemn ongoing violations 
of the arms embargo articulated in U.N. Security Council Resolution 1591.  It 
should urge all states to stop all arms transfers that go, directly or indirectly, to 
Darfur in violation of Resolution 1591. 

• Deployment of UNAMID.  The statement should offer specific assistance from 
G8 members to ensure that UNAMID has the technical assistance and equipment 
necessary to fully deploy as quickly as possible.   

• A reinvigorated peace process in Darfur and a recommitment to the CPA.  The 
statement also should lay out a specific plan for how G8 governments will 
support efforts to establish a sustainable peace in Darfur and the full 
implementation of the CPA.   

• Justice and accountability for atrocities committed. The statement should support 
existing and future efforts to pursue accountability for war crimes and crimes 
against humanity committed by all parties to the conflict in Darfur. 

 
The Government of Sudan will be watching closely to see how the G8 reacts to the 
intensified violence in Darfur and the unraveling of the tenuous peace between the North 
and South.  We urge the G8 to issue a strongly worded statement on Sudan/Darfur that 
clearly articulates the steps its members will take to help resolve the growing crisis; 
anything less risks further emboldening the Government of Sudan.   
 
Yours truly, 



 

Norman L. Epstein MD 
Co-chair 
Canadians Against Slavery and Torture in 
Sudan 
Canada 

 

Tara Tavender 
Executive Director 
Save Darfur Canada 
Canada 

 

Yoni Levitan 
Executive Director 
STAND Canada 
Canada 

 

Dr. Jacky Mamou 
President 
Collectif Urgence Darfour 
France  

Souhayr Belhassen 
President 
Fédération Internationale des Droits de 
l'Homme (FIDH) 
France 
 

 

Ahmed Musa 
Director 
Darfur-Hilfe Verein e.V 
Germany 
 

 

Tilman Zülch 
Secretary-General 
Society for Threatened Peoples 
Germany  
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Comitato Collaborazione Medica (CCM) 
Italy 

 

Antonella Napoli 
President 
Italians for Darfur 
Italy 

 

Missionari Comboniani 
Italy 
  

Alison Smith 
Coordinator  
International Criminal Justice Program 
No Peace Without Justice 
Italy 
 

 

Kazuko Ito 
Secretary General 
Human Rights Now 
Japan 
 

 

Kose Nakamura 
Founder and Head 
Japanese for Darfur 
Japan 

 

Yuri Dzhibladze  
President  
Center for the Development of Democracy 
and Human Rights 
Russia 
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Sergey Kovalev 
President 
The Institute of Human Rights 
Russia  

The Moscow Helsinki Group 
Russia  

Amir Mohamed Suliman 
Chairperson 
Khartoum Center for Human rights and 
Environmental Development 
Sudan 

 
 

Dr. Mudawi Ibrahim Adam 
Chair 
Sudan Social Development Organization 
Sudan  

Dr James Smith 
CEO 
Aegis Trust 
United Kingdom 
  

Joseph Dube,  
Africa Coordinator 
International Action Network on Small 
Arms (IANSA) 
United Kingdom 

 

Sudan Organization Against Torture 
United Kingdom 
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Americans against the Darfur Genocide 
Nikki Serapio 
Director 
United States of America 

 

Ruth Messinger 
President 
American Jewish World Service 
United States of America  

Zenju Earthlyn Manuel 
Executive Director 
Buddhist Peace Fellowship 
United States of America  

Roz Durman 
Founder/Coordinator 
Colorado Coalition for Genocide 
Awareness and Action 
United States of America 

 

Gene Binder 
President 
Darfur Action Group--Northwest 
Bronx/Yonkers 
United States of America 

 

Gloria Crist 
Co-Founder 
Darfur Metro 
United States of America 

 

Suliman A Giddo 
President 
Darfur Peace and Development 
United States of America 
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Jill Savitt 
Executive Director 
Dream for Darfur 
United States of America  

Cory Smith 
Acting Executive Director 
Enough 
United States of America 

 

 
 

Gloria Crist 
Founding Member 
Essex County Coalition for Darfur 
United States of America 

 

Mark Hanis 
Executive Director 
Genocide Intervention Network 
United States of America 

 

Marv Steinberg 
President 
Genocide No More-Save Darfur 
United States of America 

 

Betsy Apple 
Director, Crimes Against Humanity 
Program 
Human Rights First 
United States of America 

 

Randy Newcomb 
President 
Humanity United 
United States of America  
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Eric Cohen 
Chairperson 
Investors against Genocide 
United States of America 
  

Jewish Council for Public Affairs 
United States of America 
 
  

Janice Kamenir-Reznik 
Co-Founder and President 
Jewish World Watch 
United States of America 

 

Eileen Weiss 
Co-Founder  
Jews Against Genocide 
United States of America  

Sharon Silber 
Co-Founder  
New York City Coalition for Darfur 
United States of America  

A. Frank Donaghue 
Chief Executive Officer 
Physicians for Human Rights 
United States of America  

Martina W. Knee 
Member, Executive Committee 
San Francisco Bay Area Darfur Coalition 
United States of America  

Deborah Jones 
President 
Save Darfur Washington State 
United States of America  



Nick Gaw 
Student Director 
STAND 
United States of America 
 

 

Cory Preston 
Director of Communications 
Stop Genocide Now 
United States of America 

 

Martha Heinemann Bixby 
Executive Director 
Team Darfur 
United States of America 

 

Roberta Roos 
Coordinator 
Westchester Darfur Coalition 
United States of America 

 

 
 
Cc. Prime Minister Stephen Harper, Canada 

President Nicolas Sarkozy, France 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, Germany 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, Italy 
Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda, Japan 
President Dmitry Medvedev, Russia 
Prime Minister Gordon Brown, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland 
President George W. Bush, United States of America 
Mr. José Manuel Barroso, President, European Commission 
Mr. David Emerson , Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, Canada 
Mr. Bernard Kouchner, Minister of Foreign Affairs, France 
Mr. Frank-Walter Steinmeier, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Germany 
Mr. Franco Frattini, Ministero degli Affari Esteri, Italy 
Mr. Masahiko Koumura, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Japan 
Mr. Sergey Lavrov, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Russia 
Mr. David Miliband, Foreign Secretary, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 
Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice, United States of America 
Len Edwards, G8 Sherpa and Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Canada 
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Jean-David Levitte , G8 Sherpa and Diplomatic Advisor , Cabinet du Président de 
la République , France 
Bernd Pfaffenbach, G8 Sherpa and State Secretary, Federal Ministry of 
Economics and Labor, Germany 
Min. Plen. Stefano Sannino, Head of the Italian G8 Sherpa team and Diplomatic 
Adviser to the Prime Minister, Consigliere Diplomatico del Presidente del 
Consiglio, Italy 
Mr Masaharu Kohno, G8 Sherpa of Japan and Deputy Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Japan 
Arkady Dvorkovich, G8 Sherpa and Presidential Aide, Presidential Executive 
Office, Russia 
Jon Cunliffe, Head of International Economic Affairs, Europe and G8 Sherpa, 
United Kingdom 
Doug Price, National Security Council and G8 Sherpa, United States of America 
João Vale de Almeida, Head of Cabinet and G8 Sherpa, European Commission 

 
 


