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Human Rights Now              
Oral statement on agenda Item 3 ID 

UN Human Rights Council 25th   Session, 

Geneva, 3 -28 March 2014 Speaker: Ms Yuriko Moto
Child Trafficking and Extremely hazardous and inhumane Labor in Meghalaya, India
Thank you Mr. President,

Human Rights Now
 (HRN) would like to draw the Council’s attention to the on-going alarming situation relating to child trafficking and child labor in the coal mines of Meghalaya, India. In a fact-finding mission we conducted in Meghalaya in 2010, we found extremely hazardous and inhumane conditions, in which trafficked children were forced to engage in mining. They were sent deep down underground through small tunnels called ‘rat holes’ with little oxygen and ventilation. 
According to a local NGO Network, there are approximately 100,000 mines in the region, and thousands of child miners’ lives are at high risk, working underground with poor lighting, insufficient safety equipment and faulty ventilation. The mines are structurally fragile with frequent chances of collapse and flood.  The unstable footpaths often causes injuries, and in worst cases, death. Accidents are not reported by the mine owners, who usually do not provide any compensation or medical treatment to the victims or their families.
The UN Special Rapporteur on trafficking persons, Joy Ngozi Ezeilo, sought clarifications of the facts and investigations by the Government of India in May 2011.  Although the government of India and National Human Rights Commission investigated the situation, hardly any improvement has been made and the devastating situation continues to exist. Efforts have been made by citizens groups and NGOs. However, there has been little improvement in the working conditions and safety standards applicable to the mines. We would argue that it’s lack of political will that has been depriving thousands of child miners of their childhood, their basic human rights and their future. 
Forcing children under the age of 14 to work in such hazardous conditions is prohibited by Indian Constitution and the Child Labor Act. It is also in contradiction with the obligations of the state parties of the Convention on the Rights of the Child including India.
We urge the government of India (1) to take immediate action to protect these children, (2) to  provide financial and other support to all the victims, and (3) to double its effort to stop and prevent this kind of highly exploitive child labor hopefully in cooperation with the governments of Nepal and Bangladesh since many children in these mines have been trafficked from Nepal and Bangladesh. 

Although we know that child labor in mines is not limited to India, but expect that the UN special rapporteurs on relevant issues will carry out investigations of the problem in India 
Thank you.
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